Willow League Report week 4

The continuing good weather meant another busy week in the Willow League.

British Airways took on Chartered Trust in a battle of unbeaten sides. Electing to bat, Trust were in trouble early on as Chris Davies (2-12) and Todd Davies (1-20) made early inroads. Adrian Sen (23) and Dale Owen (34) put some spine into the batting order as rust recovered to post 97-7 in their allotted overs. The BA reply got off to a slow start as Richard Childs (2-19) and Phil Dooley (2-12) pegged them back, but a fine 44no from Paul James held things together for BA, and with Jon Green (11) and Chris Davies (19no) providing support he saw BA hang on to their unblemished record by 6 wickets.

South Glamorgan Education are always amongst the contenders and they were looking cement their place near the top of the League against Cardiff Cavaliers. Steve Parker was in sparkling form as he cracked 60 and with Paul Harding adding 40no Education raced to a formidable total of 152-3. Cavaliers didn’t help their cause sending down nearly 5 extra overs in wides and no balls. John Duffy (2-19) was the most successful bowler for Cavaliers. Education stay near the top with bowling strength as well, and Cavaliers found runs hard to come by. Only Warwick Armstrong (30) made any real headway but with wickets falling steadily, cavaliers were never able to mount a serious challenge, and closed well short on 93-8.

Cardiff University Staff have had a solid start to the season and were looking to continue that progress against a Rhiwbina team that has had mixed fortunes in its first full season of League play. Batting first the Staff side picked up runs down the order with Simon Wallis (20), and Richard Lilly (23) the key contributors in a total of 94-8. Mills (4-25) led the Rhiwbina bowlers. In a tight match, Rhiwbina slowly chased down their target, despite wickets falling at regular intervals. Lewis (32) held things together in the middle order as Lilly (3-22) and Wallis (3-16) kept the Staff in the game. In a tense final over, Rhiwbina were unable to force the win, losing a wicket to the last ball of the innings to finish tantalisingly 1 run short on 93-9.

Finally, GER Healthcare’s miserable start continued against Cardiff Casuals. At one stage reduced to 12-5, GE Healthcare had a belligerent 32 from Steve Game to thank for posting a barely adequate 65 all out. Ed Dain snapped up 4-5 for the hosts. Casuals were made to work hard for their runs early on as Dave Powell (1-10) and Game (0-15) bowled well, but skipper Andy Hood (33no) and Richard Holliday (26no) put on a unbroken 56 to win by 9 wickets with overs to spare.

