The Willow League Cup final finally managed to dodge the weather and saw Chartered Trust, looking for a League and Cup double, take on Rhiwbina.

Rhiwbina won the toss and elected to bowl first, justified when Steve Williams (1-14) made the early breakthrough. John Cooper (30) and Richard Childs (41) rallied the Trust innings with a 50 partnership before they were separated by Matthew Todd (1-21). Once Childs fell to Ashley Crowther (1-7) the innings faltered until Adrian Sen (32no) and Jon Griffiths (21no) made a strong showing, raising the Trust total to a daunting 174-5.

The Rhiwbina reply got off to a slow start as Crowther was dismissed for a duck, before Andrew Thomas (28) and Gareth Mills (16) settled the batting side’s nerves. The asking rate continued to climb, though, resulting in run outs for both batsmen as the pressure began to build. Some wayward Trust bowling (a total of 30 wides) helped to ease that pressure, but with only Navin Bose (29) able to compile an innings, Rhiwbina drifted to defeat handing Chartered Trust the Cup and a well earned double.

Shield action saw the newly crowned Cup holders take on Legal & General in a run feast. Batting first, Trust had to negotiate an excellent opening spell from Richard Lewis (1-6) before their batsmen were able to open up. Chris Peacock cracked 47 and Simon Harris 21 before Richard Jones dominated the closing overs with a superb 62no in a total of 147-3. The hangover of the Cup victory was more evident for the bowlers, as the L&G opening pairing of Andy Ford and Dave Stevens both smashed unbeaten half centuries, closing on identical totals of 63no as L&G cruised to a 10 wicket win with 17 balls to spare.
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