Sunday 25th July 2004 v’s Rogerstone @ Rogerstone (next to the Alcan factory) 

With excellent weather forecast it came as no surprise to find that one or two spots were experienced on the short journey to Rogerstone for the first encounter with this unknown quantity. 

Thanks to Shaky for filling in for Srini who had to pull out following an injury sustained in his Saturday outing. 

What looked a well groomed and smart ground (even if one boundary was very short – no spinners from the Alcan end!)) was complimented by a tidy modern pavilion which sadly for Fitzy required the navigation of stairs in order to reach the changing rooms. 

The toss safely lost they decided to test our fielding abilities and first up saw Justin (Alcan end) and Paul (pavilion end) take the game to the opposition both taking a wicket apiece in opening 5 over spells. Justin removing what looked like their main first team player, batsman no. 2, with just 25 on the board - well caught behind by John F and Paul taking the wicket of batsman no. 3 just 2 runs later in similar fashion. 

Some banter ensued and Steve was quizzed as to what he thought might be wrong with John’s actions so far behind the stumps – Steve’s reply is unfortunately unprintable (even on our club forum !) So with our parentage in doubt the game continued. 

The first change saw Jeff (Alcan) and Kevin (pavilion) open their 5 over spells again each taking a wicket. Kevin bowled very well with a disciplined line apart from the one that took the wicket which was a full toss to batsman no. 1 caught by Jeff (41 for 3). Jeff, not to be outdone, used his wily experience in taking the fourth wicket bowling his accurate nagging line to their no. 5 batsman who played on (60 for 4). 

The next change saw Andy (Alcan) and Scotty (pavilion) come into the fray. Making sure they didn’t upset the balance of the game they obliged by again each taking a wicket - Scotty bowling batsman no. 6 (119 for 5) and Andy removing no. 7 with the aid of Shaky at square leg (120 for 6). 

Following Scotty’s fourth over Paul replaced him to finish off his last 3 overs with Andy bowling through his 8 at the other end. 

This spell of six overs saw 2 run outs with Andy throwing to the non strikers end removing batsman no. 8 with the help of Paul (129 for 7) and (I’m sorry – I need help on this one!) I can’t remember who ran out batsman no. 8 (140 for eight). 

The final overs were shared between Jeff (3) and Justin (2) with Jeff suffering from my misfield and an overthrow for 5. 

Another example of how good we can be in the field saw us give a superb fielding display with sharpness in abundance. 

Final figures 

JT – 7-0-24-1 
PS – 8-2-31-1 
JC – 3-1-40-1 
KM – 5-0-19-1 
AF – 2-2-21-1 
SF – 5-0-27-1 

164 for 8 off 40 overs 
Extras NB 0; W 10; LB 0; B 1 

A rather nice tea saw John take first prize in the cake eating contest. 

Mark and Ed strode to the middle with Shaky determined to better his top mark this season of 15. 

In a tight opening 5 overs (18 without loss) neither batsmen were really troubled whilst establishing a solid base. There seemed to be more trouble between their scorer and Justin who didn’t see eye to eye or run to run with their respective books. 

The pair built on the start and moved steadily onto 31 off 10 overs still ensuring that they didn’t let the required run rate stray too far. 

The fifty was brought up in the 15th over and with what seemed to be an agreed plan both batsmen upped the tempo to add 63 during the next 10 overs. Ed striking out decisively during this period and Mark nudging the ball here and there and of course cutting the ball behind point with monotonous regularity. 

Mark bringing up his 50 in a record breaking opening partnership of 114 which was ended prematurely when Ed chopped the ball onto his stumps to fall for 43. 

Next up was John who by his own admission isn’t having the most balanced of seasons. His imbalanced stretch continued when his was caught not following through with a pull shot (118 for 2). 

Steve marched to middle and with his meticulous preparation finally complete developed an interesting 11 before succumbing to the straight one (136 for 3). 

Mark continued to tick the score along while partners departed (finishing on 70 not out) but with Scotty joining him was relived of that burden somewhat following a quick fire 15 from Scotty which included an off balance, effortless six. 

165 for 3 off 35.5 overs 
Extras NB 4; W 12; LB 2; B 6 

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 
18 31 50 88 113 136 159 
- - - - - 3 3 

An enjoyable game played in a nice Sunday atmosphere which hopefully can be repeated with an arranged Sunday fixture next year. 

Congratulations to Mark for carrying his bat in a fine knock and to everyone for a good all round effort. 

Played 25 – Won 19 – Lost 6 (St Fagans; Chartered Trust x 2; South Wales Echo; Barry Wanderers; Machen)
