Casuals Annual visit to the Nut House

Sunday 18th July 2004 v’s Clytha Arms @ The Moat

Not the sunniest day for the annual trip to Clytha but warmish – thanks to Dave and Gazza for late replacements for Paul (replacing Steve O’Reilly) and Chris Durnall.

Having won the toss and deciding to field it absolutely pissed down for about 20 minutes or so allowing us to have damp time with the ball.  A 35 over game with 5 overs maximum per bowler.

As our book wasn’t completed there’s not too much detail on out fielding effort but from memory …..

Justin opened from the mad house end and bowled a tight opening spell of four overs without success – Mark opening at the pavilion end for a quick stint of 2 overs but unable to grip the ball in the wet conditions.

Gazza replaced Mark and bowled well taking a wicket (bowled) in his first spell of 3 overs.

Rob, fresh from his first outing of the year on Tuesday took over from Justin and bowled through his 5 over straight and despite not taking a wicket restricted the opposition with, at times, a tight line.

With the conditions drying somewhat Kevin followed Gazza and again bowled through his 5 overs without success but at just over 4 per over.

Srini, replacing Rob, worried the batsmen throughout his 5 overs taking 2 wickets (1 bowled 1 LBW) in the process.

Fitzy, looking surprisingly awake following his long drive from the Gower earlier in the day, enjoyed several chances throughout his 5 over stint including 2 stumpings (1 clear and 1 clearly out! – both not given much to the annoyance of Fitzy and a rather irate John behind the stumps – who later apologised to Snowy the square leg umpire – who Justin later twated in the kidneys with a throw from the boundary!) however no DB wickets today.

Dave (DB1) Thomas (following my miscalculation – no he was meant to get more!) had the last 2 overs from the pavilion end and looked to be getting a wicket only for Justin to become Jack Douglas for a moment when the ball entered his vicinity.

With Gazza taking another wicket (caught Srini) in his last 2 overs from the other end, followed by a fine over of seam from Shakey and a death over from Justin.

Final figures

JT – 5-17-0

MS – 3-24-0

GJ – 3-33-2

RC – 5-19-0

KM – 5-21-0

SV – 5-23-2

SF – 5-32-0

DT – 2-11-0

182 for 4 off 35 overs

Extras NB 1; W 10; LB 1; B 10

Some quick refreshments and it was all change with the conditions becoming warmer and dryer.

The opening pair of Rob and Mark started steadily and indeed a large opening stand looked promising until a quick call for a single in the sixth over caught Mark unawares and he was easily run out for 15 (20 for 1).

With John in at number 3 the atmosphere was relaxed in the knowledge that he had been there and done that and would see us through until the mid point – things started to feel uneasy though when 3 overs later John returned after being bowled for 1 (31 for 2).

Colin came in at no. 4 but Rob soon departed in the next over caught for 11 going for the big one (33 for 3).

Enter one Mr Venkat ….. !

A swift partnership of 18 then followed between Srini and Kevin before the latter was caught for 1 (5 for 4).

Srnin, already in a swashbuckling mood greeted Gazza at the crease and the pair quickly established a partnership of 34 off 3 overs before Gazza became too flamboyant and was stumped for 7 (including 1 six) – that’s our trouble we give what we see! (85 for 5)

Srini was now, shall we say, well into the swing of things and I had no intention of changing things when I arrived at the middle.  Giving him as much of the strike of possible in a 6 over stand of 52 I contributed 4 before being adjudged LBW by Mark (137 for 6).  During this period Srini was lucky to escape ‘the finger’ following the eagle eyed antics of the DB umpires – after catching Srini on the boundary the fielder fell over the rope but thought, along with a close by fielder, that he hadn’t been seen – well done DBs!

We still has 15 overs left at this stage which I think gives you an idea of the way Srini was going about things.

Justin was in at no. 8 and, with the aid of Srini took the same approach as me and left him to it!  Ending the innings on 1 not out.

Srini brought up his hundred before going on to bludgeon his way to 136 not out – a mammoth contribution in a total of 187 for 6 off 26 overs which included a personal haul of 9 (I think?) sixes.  Methinks we may miss Mr Venkat when India calls!

187 for 6 off 26 overs

Extras NB 4; W 4; LB 3

1    4     7     10   13    16    19     22     25

1    17   23   37   70    99    125   154   172

-      -     1     3     4      5      5       6       6

Again a nice atmosphere to play in apart from one or two not exactly ‘too close to call’ incidents but I think they’ll have us back again next year.

The tea back at the Clytha (after finishing all the beer both myself and John were forced to) was again to the standard we had hoped – fcuking lovely!

Played (according to Karen) too many, won one more than last time, lost the league and cup s/f

