On arranging the fixture through the bureau Machen politely enquired 'is that keeper of yours playing' (you made an obvious impression there Stevo). I assured them that the FEC wasn't and said we would try and make up for our embarassing performance earlier in the season. 
This could have been the weekend of Tour. A pity it wasn't as it was a glorious late summer's day - the hottest September day on record in Cardiff apparently! To mark the occasion, skip entrusted me with the onerous responsibility of captaining the infamous cazh and as normal on these occasions I lost the toss and condemned us to field under the broiling sun. 
Jeff and Paul opened up, Jeff's first ball being a legside full toss that was spanked for six. Paul got a good length and line going and was a little unlucky when Will put one down at slip. But Paul and JC did the biz, taking some wickets and keeping the scoring down. Dan came on as first change as a result of my plan to elevate him up the batting order. After his first over of absolute rubbish 
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Dan also got into his stride and decided to bowl straight. This is a cunning plan, often used against Stevo, and Shagger rearranged the wood of one of the young chaps who was beginning to look threatening. 
With Jeff tiring it was time to introduce some spin, well some slow stuff anyway. Foxy had a great first over. Five good balls and one absolute horror, a full toss on leg stick which the batsman smacked to Goughy just behind square on the leg side (well positioned by the skipper I thought) and after a little juggling (its all that time he spends at festivals) the cunning one was on his way. Foxy got another wicket and it was then that I decided on new tactics. If you get a wicket you get taken off. But you can only bowl spells of two overs. Goughy and Will had a go with the ball, bowled well but were wicketless. John F picked up a rare wicket (after I spilled a sitter at wide mid-on) and the Machen total meandered on as Andy F came on to claim 3 easy wickets and Paul joined in the fun too. JC also came back and young Mr Durnall took a good diving catch behind the timbers. It got so humdrum I even asked Easy Ryder if he wanted a bowl - allegedly the first time he has been asked the question in all his 11 years in the Club Machen musterd 105 all out off about 38 overs. 
Paul and last week's hero Will opened the batting on a pitch that was taking some spin. Paul swept their slow left armer for four in his first over but Will was unlucky to get bowled off his elbow - makes up for the near misses last week I spose. That brought Easy to the wicket and for the next hour we had a feast of batting. Paul was playing straight when he had to and picking the balls to smack with some good lofted straight drives and pulls to wide midwicket. Easy got on top of the slow left armer and clubbed him mercilessly all around the park with some good hits to long-on, a couple of good sweeps for four (one of middle stump) and the trademark cover drive seeing some extended service. Paul and Easy put on 81 for the second wicket with Paul getting a well earned 52 and Mr Ryde a season high 34. 
John F went for his now customary duck off one that bounced a little and Dan looked very assured in a resolute innings of 1 - repaying the side's faith in his batting abilities. Goughy turned up at the end for some spanking and the game was won with ease. It was a little too easy but we all got a game and improved our suntans. 
Matches 47 - won 22, lost 10, cancelled 15.
