Match - Chartered Trust v Cardiff Casuals (League) 
Venue - Llanrumney 
Date - Tuesday 18th May 2004 

A Chartered Late Arrival Leads to Loss of Casual’s Trust 

A rather balmy late sunny afternoon turned into a cool evening by the time proceedings got underway with the now infamous fixture-gate ground mix up. After a cross city dash CT arrived somewhat fresher that the stale casuals who had attempted to ‘knock’ some sense into the unsuspecting prospective Mrs G with an unsuccessful pre-game pastime now known as maim a witness. 

Due to the loss of an hour it was decided to reduce the game to a 15 over runs feast – regrettably my first error was not to inform the rest of the team that this was the object of the evenings contest! Not sure if I won the toss or not but we batted first. 

Our opening pair were to be the main event of the evening with two of the more prolific run getters in the club, namely Messer’s J Furnham (heavily bandaged thumb) and S Venkat expected to spank the (hitherto) 100% beaten opposition to all (ahem !) 4 corners of the field. Which one returned first fails me at the present time but rest assured they were both back in the bosom of their comrades with a mere 20 (vital) runs on the board (JF 4 bowled / SV 3 bowled). 

Will was next out caught for 3, followed by Steve O and myself both bowled for 10 and 3 respectively. A rather shocked looking Scott found himself in the middle with the weight of expectation on his shoulder-pad-less shoulders (?) but turned in a Casual man of the match performance making almost a quarter of the total with 24 not out un-ably assisted by Gareth (run out 5) and Paul (caught and bowled 1) leaving Andy F to be the final departure (run out 
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but not before trying to tw@t his brother (who was scoring at the time) with another colossal six. 

79 for 8 off 15 overs – a total which included 17 extras ! 

Now then without much of a total to defend I turned to two of the clubs most trusted and accurate bowlers, unfortunately, I suddenly realised they weren’t playing and instead was forced to settle for Dan and Gareth (ah you can laugh when you look back at it now !). 

CT lost an early wicket but then consolidated with Gareth taking the solo effort in the opening six (Dan 3-0-19-0 / Gareth 3-0-27-1). CT had laid a solid enough foundation and despite an excellent couple of overs from Justin (2-0-18-0) where he made the batsmen work quite hard for their runs, Andy F’s tidy unfinished spell (2.2-0-12-1) and Paul’s miserly 1-0-2-0 they were home with over 3 overs to spare (not sure if I’ve missed a wicket or there may have been a run out along the way – statto may help there?). 

All in all we got well and truly stuffed which was reflected in the very quiet, mournful and subdued ambience of the dressing room after the game – even Shakes picked up on the lack of atmosphere after the game (I think it’s all part of the caring counsellor demeanour he’s developing – although he did comment on the lack of litter facilities available within the dressing room vicinity, an area which he will be actively seeking to rectify if elected). [image: image2.png]



