A boiling day awaited us at Morgan Jones Park for the return game against the Sri Lankans. 

Thanks to Paul and David Harris for filling in at the last moment for for Kevin and Jeff. 

Apologies for the previous match report exclusion of the 2nd run out against Rogerstone which was niftily executed by Ed and John. 

Having kept up my run of losing the toss they elected to bat and allowed us to bake in the outfield for 40 overs. 

Opening pair of Justin and Paul saw Justin bag the wicket of their no. 2 batsman (caught Ed) with the score on 9 and Paul bowling a tight spell with them finishing with opening spells of 4-0-18-1 and 4-1-11-0 respectively. 

30 for 1 off 8 

Next up was Ed and Andy with Ed unlucky after finding the edge on numerous occasions in his 4 overs and Andy taking 2 for 5 off a fine opening 4. Andy’s first wicket (no. 3 batsman - stumped J Furnham) giving him his 100th for the club (only the 4th player to do so) and his second (batsman no. 1 - LBW) opening the next century’s account returning figures of 4-0-15-0 and 4-0-5-2. 

51 for 3 off 16 

Third change saw Foxy and Srini enter the fray with Foxy unable to find the consistency of his first over with final figures of 3-0-22-0 and Srini frustrating Siva at the other end with a tight line finishing with 4-0-13-0. 

89 for 3 off 23 

Justin’s second spell reaped two more wickets with batsman no. 5 clean bowled and no. 6 trapped LBW soon after – 4-2-13-2. Joining Justin for his last 4 overs Paul took the wicket of batsman no. 7 (caught John) in his return of 4-0-26-1. 

129 for 5 off 31 

The final change gave a bowling debut to David Harris bowling well without success in figures of 5-0-34-0 but assisting (with the aid of Srini) in the run out of their no. 9 batsman. Prior to that piece of fielding Andy commenced his closing spell awarded with the wicket of Siva (who was on 97 - bowled) in another tight spell of 4-0-13-1. 

A good all round fielding display again on a VERY hot day with John harshly treated by the umpires for 10 byes behind the stumps. 

184 for 8 off 40 overs 
Extras 24 (NB 5; W 18, LB 1; B 10) 

Following tea we took to the field to bat confident that with a quick outfield 4.75 per over wasn’t out of reach. 

Chris Ryde and Manish opened and laid a sturdy base of 31 off 13 overs before Foxy adjudged (and I’m sure Chris will give you his view of the decision) Chris (12) LBW allowing John a chance to banish recent frustrations. 

However, with the partnership returning 9 John (5) played over the top of a full delivery and returned to the ‘pavilion’ end soon to be joined by Srini (0) who swished and missed 3 balls later. 

Ed then restored calm to the rocky boat and both he and Manish took the score along to 75 before a mix up saw Manish (32) run out. 

I joined Ed and found the going very difficult scrapping around for my runs. With the score on 107 in the 28th over Ed (22) mistimed one and was caught. 

Foxy joined me and with his wise old words fresh in my ears I blasted one straight to mid-on and perished for 10 (singles). 

David arrived only to see Foxy (0) fall to a caught and bowled only to be bowled by the same bowler in his next over. 

Paul and Justin came together for the 9th wicket but with Paul (3) caught it was up to Andy to salvage the game with Justin. 

A single gave Justin (6) the strike and a six over the short straight boundary was followed 2 balls later with a stumping leaving Andy 1 not out. 

120 all out off 31.5 overs 
Extras 28 (NB 1; W 24; LB 1, B 2) 

A disappointing end to our first visit to this pleasant ground. Only good thing to note was the female football team training which kept Andy entertained and the pub quiz later where Andy attempted to impress and charm the women with his (or others) knowledge. 

Played 26 Won 19 Lost 7
